
Code of Ethics 

Ensuring respect to the holders of traditional 
knowledge and practices related to genetic 
resources. 



Sustainable 
development addresses 
the needs of present 
without jeopardizing 
the ability of future 
generations to meet 
their needs. 
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Most indigenous and local communities live in the 
areas where the majority of world's genetic 

resources have been found and many communities 
have been able to sustainably use their genetic 

resources for thousands of years. 
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Catharanthus roseus contains more than 

80 alkaloids derived from indole, including 

those of an antitumor activity. The raw 

material to develop an antitumor drug is a 

plant leaf. 

3/4 of the components used today in 

medications have fallen into the attention of 

researchers due to their successful 

utilization in traditional medicine. 

Catharanthus roseus 
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“The Tkarihwaié:ri Code 
of Ethical Conduct” 

was adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention on Biological 
Diversity at its 10th meeting 
in Nagoya, on 10-29 October 
2010. 

THE TKARIHWAIÉ:RI 
CODE OF ETHICAL CONDUCT 
TO ENSURE RESPECT FOR THE 
CULTURAL AND 
INTELLECTUAL 
HERITAGE OF INDIGENOUS 
AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Local Communities 
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The traditional way of life, which is 

important for the conservation and 

sustainable use of biological diversity, 

promotes the wider use of traditional 

knowledge at the consent and with the 

participation of holders of such 

knowledge, innovations and practices 

and also encourages fair sharing of the 

benefits arising from the utilization of 

such knowledge, innovations and 

practices. 
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Codes of Ethics for research related to indigenous peoples and 
local communities – key principles, challenges and 

opportunities. 

13 Codes analyzed 
18 Guidelines 
 
6 key principles: 
• Respect 
• Recognition of rights 
• Responsibility of a researcher 
• Attentiveness 
• Involvement 
• Mutual benefits 
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Belarus 
 
There are no indigenous and local communities as 
holders and full owners (bearers) of traditional 
knowledge associated with genetic resources. 
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Both legal persons and individuals (local residents, 
farmers, entrepreneurs) can be traditional 
knowledge holders. 
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Code of Ethics 
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The principles of the Code of Ethics are voluntary and 
destined to serve as Guidelines in the implementation 
of activities/communication with local communities 
of our country to promote respect, safeguard and 
maintain traditional knowledge, innovations and 
practices related to the conservation and sustainable 
use of biological diversity. 
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Code of Ethics. Principles  

• Intellectual property 

• Non-discriminatory nature 

• Transparency/full disclosure 

• Prior informed consent and/or approval and involvement 

• Mutual respect between cultures 

• Collective or personal property protection 

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

• Precautionary approach 

•  For TK holders, all activities/communication are carried out in the social context 

• Support of research initiatives of  TK holders 
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Rules  

• Fair negotiations 

• Partnership & collaboration 

• Gender aspects 

• Full and effective public participation 

• Confidentiality 

• Reciprocity 
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The greatest advantage that can be obtained from ethical principles is the 
increased awareness of an aspect related to the relationship between 
users of genetic resources and holders of traditional knowledge. 
 
Guiding ethical principles are designed to change the situation and 
integrate the relations between holders of traditional knowledge and 
users of genetic resources. 
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THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENTION!!! 
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