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Traditional Knowledge & Practices in the Interpretation of the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity and the UNESCO Convention for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

CBD, Article 8J: Preserve knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local 
communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity and promote their wider application with the improvement and involvement of 
the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices and encourage equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge, innovations and practices. 

 

UNESCO Convention, Article 2: The “intangible cultural heritage” means the practices, 
representations, expressions, knowledge, skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts 
and cultural spaces associated therewith – that communities, groups and, in some cases, 
individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage. This intangible cultural heritage, 
transmitted from generation to generation, is constantly recreated by communities and groups in 
response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history, and provides them 
with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human 
creativity. 



Traditional Knowledge & Practices 
Convention on Biological Diversity 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding 

of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

• Traditional medicine 

• Сulinary art (cuisine) 

• Yoga & martial arts 

• Traditional crafts & arts 

• Knowledge of  animal habits & migration, 

plant properties  

• Knowledge of water & other resources 

management 

• Construction techniques based on natural 

materials 

• Knowledge & practices related to the 

mindset of people 

• Knowledge of nature & world 

• Knowledge  & experience related to 

traditional crafts & arts 

• Oral traditions & forms of expression 

• Performing arts 

• Customs, rites, celebrations 



Traditional Knowledge & Practices  
In the 2003 UNESCO Convention List 

Remedial (therapeutic) bathing  (Sawa Rygpa), knowledge and practices with regard to life, 
health, disease prevention and treatment among the Tibetan people in China. 



Traditional Knowledge & Practices  
In the 2003 UNESCO Convention List 

  

Perfume-related skills: plant cultivation, processing of natural raw materials, 

as well as the art of fragrance (France) 

  



Traditional Knowledge & Practices  
In the 2003 UNESCO Convention List 

Suri Jagek (Observing the Sun), traditional meteorological and astronomical practices based on the 
observation of the sun, the moon and stars in relation to local topography (Pakistan) 



Traditional Knowledge & Practices  
In the 2003 UNESCO Convention List 

Avalanche Risk Management (Switzerland – Austria) 

  



Database “DIVE IN ICH (Intangible Cultural Heritage)”  
 Living Heritage & Biomes 



“DIVE IN ICH”: Risks & Threats 



Risks & Threats 
Negative stance (repressive policies, administration, lack of respect, conflicts) 
 
Demographic problems (migration, aging of population, forced resettlement) 
 
Loss of content (theatricalization, folklorization, congelation, commercialization, misappropriation, 
tourism) 
 
Environmental problems (climate change, forest loss, ecosystem degradation, aggressive agriculture, 
construction, quarries and mines, natural disasters, water pollution, urbanization) 
 
Lack of continuity (aging of holders, low level of participation, loss of interest among young people, 
decreased numbers of practitioners, loss of holders, loss of value, loss of skills, repertoire) 
 
Cultural globalization (mass media, new recreation forms, changed socio-cultural setting, new values, 
social networks) 
 
New products & technologies (industrial products, new technologies, advanced materials) 
 
Loss of objects or systems (loss of language, dialect, cultural space, knowledge and skills, materials 

 



Framework for the Safeguarding of Knowledge & Practices 

Convention on Biological Diversity 2003 Convention for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage 

PROTECTION  

CONSERVATION 

PRESERVATION 

SAFEGUARDING 

 

 

IDENTIFICATION 

DIGITALIZATION 

INVENTORY 

ENSURED TRANSFER 

ENSURED PARTICIPATION 

POPULARIZATION 

 

PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL RIGHTS OF HOLDERS 

VIABILITY+VISIBILITY 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

IDENTIFICATION 

DIGITALIZATION 

INVENTORY 

ENSURED TRANSFER 

ENSURED PARTICIPATION 

POPULARIZATION 

 

PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL RIGHTS OF HOLDERS 

 

 



PROTECTION & PRESERVATION are not 
mutually exclusive. Having different 

objectives, they can be implemented in 
tandem with each other and help promote 

each other. 



Intellectual Property Protection for the Holders of Traditional 
Knowledge & Practices 

■ 2000. Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 

Traditional Knowledge and Folklore – “the need to develop “an international legal instrument" 

(or documents) that would effectively protect traditional knowledge, genetic resources and 

traditional practices.” 

Forms of intellectual rights protection of holders: 

Ban for persons, living outside the community, to acquire intellectual property rights over 
traditional knowledge. 

PATENT, CERTIFICATE, TRADE MARK 

Positive protection – granting rights that allow communities to promote their traditional 
knowledge, monitor its utilization and benefit from its commercial exploitation. 

CODES OF ETHICS,  SOCIAL WEALFARE LAW, LEGISLATIVE MECHANISM 

 



 
Participation of Communities in the Safeguarding  & their Free, Informed, Prior Consent 

Article 7, the Nagoya Protocol 

2003 Convention: 

 Safeguarding  activities Participation Consent Art. 

Identification, documentation Subject to compulsory 

implementation 

Required soon 2.1, 11б 

Inventory High subject to compulsory 

implementation 

Compulsory 12,15 

Dissemination of knowledge, information sharing High subject to compulsory 

implementation 

Free, informed, prior 

consent 
15 

Preservation & management High subject to compulsory 

implementation 

Free, informed, prior 

consent 
15 

Commercial activities High subject to compulsory 

implementation 

Free, informed, prior 

consent 
15 

Nomination to the UNESCO List High subject to compulsory 

implementation 

Free, informed, prior 

consent 
15 



BELARUS: 

■ Адсутнасць міждысцыплінарнага ўзаемадзення 

■ Недахопы заканадаўства  

PROBLEMS RECOMMENDATIONS 

• No interdisciplinary interaction  Ensured interdepartmental cooperation, development of 

common policies in the framework of the Sustainable 

Development Strategy 

• Legislative shortcomings  Ensured synergy & harmonization of various legislative 

acts 

• Inefficient management Ensured community participation in regional and local 

policy at the level of decision-making; the development of 

Action Plans and Consultative Councils at the level of 

power structures 

Research gaps on cross-cutting issues Inventory, digitalization, development of common 

databases 

Lack of public awareness Mass media, publications, TV, social networks, cultural 

tourism; professional, formal and informal education 


