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Nagoya Protocol Bolsters Belarus to Better Manage its Resources

Belarus is number one out of 24 countries to wrap up its part of Ghebal Poject on the
Nagoya ProtocolT h e P r Sir¢gngtleeningof human resources, legal frameworks and
institutional capacities to implementhe Nagoya Piboc ol ” wi t h a350000U% | b
was the first major initiative tassist the country in enhancintg national legislatiorso that

the Nagyya Protocol could stanielding resultsin the country and to geneta economicand
scientificcapacities to mondr genetic resources efficiently

The key project objective is taugport the development of a national framework for access to
genetic resources compliance with the Nagoya Protocol and the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from their utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity.
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“Our g o adrutinenational tegislationidentify possible ways of improvingin terms

o f geneti c r es o Elkraavmkeyeva saida Brgectdviariager, PhD, Associate
Professor, Head of the National Coordination Centre on Access to Genetic Resources anc
Benefitsharing, Institute of Genetics and Cytology, NAS of Belar®§e  hraolved very
qualified experts: lawyers biologists, ethnographersfolklorists and linguiss. They have
prepared proposals and submitted them to the Ministry of Natural Resouraed
Environmental Protectiomwith a view of their integrationn normativelegal acts next yedr.

Another challenge was to build trust between providers and users of genetic resources using
advanced DNA identification techniques.



AlexandraSolovievaUNDP Resident Representative in Belaamsl Alexander Kilchevskipeputy Chairpersorof
the Presidium of NAS of Belarus, Academjdiational Project Coordinator

Equitable sharing obenefitsarising fromtransferred geneticresources is instrumentah the

devdopment of human potential and relad technologies irprovider countries;in boosting

investments to support researclpotential and developbiotechnologies This positively
contributes to the sociceconomicdevelopment ad helps addressomplex environmental
iIssues-the requisiteconditions to achievéhe Sustainable Development Goals.

The study of traditional knowledge associated with genetic resauweas a unique milestone
duringthe project implementation.




“The Nagoya Pr otgemotlonlyagenete resoorcesmbun also traditional
knowl edge associated wi t h genet i c“Tradidonad ur c
knowledge hasrit been thoroughly studied yet in Belarus. There are traditional knowledge
holders across the generations in our country and they can impart such knowledge. For
example, in the village of Strelnya, lvanovo District, there is Dbiravnik(He r b & IHiuse)t ’
initiated by its local resideng biology teachemn the past, by the way

Acacording to the Project Mnager, the issue of traditional knowleglgincludingthe rights to
such kowledge, ishot regulated by legislatioget. Andthis continues to be a challenge

Another strikirg direction we think we will continueur work in underthe Nagoya Protocol is

the relatiorship between traditional knowledge and longevityn Belarus, there are
approximately 400 local residents who have put their foot over temtenarythreshold.
Almost 90%out of them are women and many of thefive in rual areas and use traditional
knowledge to maintain their own health. Today, Belarus is developing a concept of active
longevity, which is proposed to be associated with traditional knowledge.

The Roject was implemented in 2028019 by the Institute of Geetics and Cytology, NAS of
Belarus, through the national execution modality with financial support from the Global
Environment Facility and in partnership with the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection and the UN Development Progrmamalarus.



