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INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF ACCESS TO GENETIC 

RESOURCES AND BENEFIT-SHARING: THE NAGOYA 

PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL 

DIVERSITY 



The last two and a half decades are characterized by a rapid increase 

in the use of biological resources in various production activity areas. 

They have become not only an object of commercial interest, but also 

a root cause of increased biopiracy. The latter has raised the need for 

the adoption of the United Nations Convention on Biological 

Diversity (5 June 1992), which aims at conserving of biological 

diversity, sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable 

sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources 

through providing the necessary access to and the transfer of 

corresponding technologies taking into account all rights to such 

resources and technologies, as well as through proper financing of 

this activity.  

BIODIVERSITY & GENETIC RESOURCES 



 

In the modern world, the problems of studying, preserving and 

sustainably using of natural resources, especially of plants, animals 

and microorganisms, are not only of scientific importance, but also 

directly related to political and economic issues. Therefore, 196 

countries with 193 UN members among them are Parties to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity.  

 

Aware of enduring biodiversity value as a prerequisite for 

sustainable wildlife functioning, not only of resource and scientific 

importance, but also of socio-economic, cultural, educational, 

recreational and aesthetic, the Republic of Belarus signed in 1992 

and in June 1993 ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity and 

in May 2014 acceded to the Nagoya Protocol to this Convention. 

BIODIVERSITY & GENETIC RESOURCES 



 

The Nagoya Protocol was elaborated to achieve the 3rd Goal of 

the Convention and hammer out an international framework 

encouraging and ensuring the fair and equitable sharing of 

benefits between providers and users of genetic resources as a 

counter to biopiracy. 

 

Measures were determined to ensure access to genetic 

resources on a legal basis and monitor their use complying 

with the principle of transparency.  

BIODIVERSITY & GENETIC RESOURCES 



Nagoya Protocol  

to the Convention on Biological Diversity 

The Protocol lays a legal framework to 

ensure greater certainty and transparency 

in the interaction of countries providing 

genetic resources (the provider), including 

biotechnologies, and those who use them 

(the user, the consumer). 

The most important novelty of the 

Protocol is in providing support for the 

national legislation with regard to the 

protection of rights of genetic resources’ 

providers to profits, which the consumer 

(the user) gains when commercially 

utilizes those resources.  



 

Pursuant to Article 2 of the Nagoya Protocol, “utilization of genetic 

resources” means to conduct research and development using genetic 

material of actual or potential value, including through the use of 

biotechnology. 

 

Consequently, those organizations that have their own collections of 

living objects (whole organisms, tissues, cells) or DNA Banks, as well 

as those that use living organisms in the production process are the 

primary organizations falling under the scope of the Nagoya Protocol.  

BIODIVERSITY & GENETIC RESOURCES 



  

Many of them are involved in the activity on the exchange under 

international treaties (seeds, for example) of living organisms’ 

samples that possess valuable economic or other characteristics. 

 

The Nagoya Protocol obliges the Parties to analyze existing 

international agreements for their compliance with the goals of 

the Convention and of this Protocol and to ensure that no 

contradiction exists between the agreements and the Protocol 

(Article 4). 

BIODIVERSITY & GENETIC RESOURCES 



 

 

 

 



Nagoya Protocol in Belarus 

Access to genetic resources and the fair sharing of potential benefits arising 

from their utilization is an area in which the issues related to the development 

of science and technology, law and economy, ethics and international politics 

are intertwined. 

Belarus has established corresponding institutional arrangements to implement the 

Nagoya Protocol:: 

● The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection is the 

designated state body responsible for its implementation (the Decree of the 

President of the Republic of Belarus of May 22, 2014 No.235) 

● The National Coordination Centre on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-

sharing (NCC-ABS) was established to realize and coordinate the activities related 

to the Nagoya Protocol implementation (the Resolution of the Council of Ministers 

of the Republic of Belarus of October 1, 2014 No. 933) 

● The National Coordination Centre on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-

sharing (NCC-ABS) is entrusted with the Check Point functions to monitor the use 

of genetic resources 

                                 (the Resolution of the Council of Ministers  

                                         of the Republic of Belarus of  October 1, 2014 No.933) 



Nagoya Protocol in Belarus 

Special consideration is given to rare and 

endangered wildlife species and valuable 

agricultural crops of plants and to 

animal breeds, including the ones 

developed as a result of genetic 

engineering activity. 



           Nagoya Protocol in Belarus 

The Republic of Belarus  

has extensive flora and fauna resources 

        
                        



  

           Nagoya Protocol in Belarus 

        The most valuable genetic material is stored  

in the form of: 

► Living organisms in the National Parks, Reserves and the 

Central Botanical Garden of NAS of Belarus 

► Cell culture collections at the Institute of Forest, NAS of 

Belarus, the Scientific and Practical Centre for Arable Farming 

and other institutions 

► DNA at the Republican DNA Bank of a human, plants, 

animals and microorganisms established at the Institute of 

Genetics and Cytology, NAS of Belarus, and DNA Banks of 

other institutions 

                                



 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 

Protection of the Republic of Belarus and  
the National Coordination Centre on Access to Genetic 

Resources and Benefit-sharing 
 

have determined key organizations involved in the 
activity, which falls under the scope of the Nagoya 

Protocol 
        
  

 

 
 



MINISTRIES 
 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
 

Ministry of Forestry 
 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
 

Ministry of Education 
 

Ministry of Health 
 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

State Customs Committee 

 

 

 
 



STATE ENVIRONMENTAL INSTITUTIONS  
 

mostly belong to the system of specially protected areas 
destined for the wildlife protection 

 

 

 

 
 



National Parks and Reserves Conserved genetic resources 

1. National Park  

“Belovezhskaya Pushcha” 

Wild species of flora and fauna. The restored 
populations of the European bison are of particular 
interest.  

2. National Park 

 “Narochansky” 

Wild species of flora and fauna. Rare and 
endangered species are of  particular interest. 

3. National Park  

“Braslaw Lakes” 

Wild species of flora and fauna. Rare and 
endangered species are of  particular interest. 

4. Pripyat National Park Wild species of flora and fauna. Rare and 
endangered species are of  particular interest. 

5.  Polesie State Radioecological  
Reserve 

Wild species of flora and fauna inhabiting the 

territory exposed to radioactive contamination 

during the Chernobyl disaster. 

6.  Berezinsky Biosphere  Reserve Wild species of flora and fauna inhabiting the 

territory, which remains unpolluted as a result of 

industrial and economic human activities. 

Genetic resources’ holders (GRs holders) in Belarus 



STATE SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS  
OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF 

BELARUS  
 

Genetic resources are preserved in the form of DNA Banks, cell 
culture collections, seed collections of wild-growing and 
cultivated plants, whole dried plants (herbariums), fungi 

collections  and collections of economically and genetically 
valuable microorganisms   

 

 

 

 
 



Scientific Institutions 
 

Conserved genetic resources, which can be 
accessed under the Nagoya Protocol 

1. The Institute of Genetics 
and Cytology  

DNA Bank of a human, plants, animals and 
microorganisms (more than 10 000 samples) 

2. The Scientific and Practical 
Centre for Arable Farming 

Belarusian DNA Bank of Plant Genetic Resources 
(more than 30 000 samples) 

3. The Scientific and Practical 
Centre for Potato, Vegetable 
and Fruit Growing 

Seeds and collections of potato cell cultures, vegetable 

and fruit crops and spicy-aromatic plants (more than  

8 000 samples) 

4. The Republican Unitary 
Enterprise “Institute of Flax” 

Cell culture collections of flax and linseed oil (more 
than 5 000 samples) 



Scientific Institutions Conserved genetic resources, which can be 
accessed under the Nagoya Protocol 

5. Institute of Experimental Botany Herbarium, collections of plant seeds, including 
rare and endangered species and ornamental plants 
that grow and introduced in Belarus 

(more than 250 000  samples of 10 000 species). 

6. Central Botanical Garden Collections of living ornamental and spicy-
aromatic plants growing and introduced in Belarus, 
a conservatory (more than 10 000 samples). 

7.  Institute of Forest Seed collections of wild-growing trees and their 

cell culture collections, fungi collections (more 

than 2 000 samples). 

8. Institute of Microbiology Collections of economically and genetically 

valuable microorganisms (more than 3 100 strains). 

 

 

 



STATE UNIVERSITIES AND EDUCATIONAL 

ACADEMIES  
 

Genetic resources conserved in the form of collections of 
genetically and economically valuable plants (seed 

collections) and microorganisms 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



Universities and Educational 
Academies 

Conserved genetic resources, which 
can be accessed under the Nagoya 

Protocol 

 
  1. State Belarusian University Collection of genetically and economically valuable 

microorganisms and plant seeds 

  2. State Ecological University named 
after Dmitriy Sakharov 

Collection of genetically and economically valuable 

microorganisms and plant seeds 

  3. State Pedagogical University  

 
Collection of genetically and economically valuable 

microorganisms and plant seeds 

3. State Vitebsk University Collection of genetically and economically valuable 

microorganisms and plant seeds, University 

Botanical Garden 

 

4.  State Brest University Collection of genetically and economically valuable 

microorganisms and plant seeds, University 

Botanical Garden 

  5. State Academy of Agriculture Collection of genetically and economically valuable 

microorganisms and plant seeds, University 

Botanical Garden 

 

 

 



State and private enterprises collecting and 
selling forest mushrooms, wild animals (grape 
snail, frogs, and etc.) and their meat products. 
  
Public and professional associations of private 
collectors of butterflies and plants.  



Nagoya Protocol in Belarus 
  

Key targets till 2010 are as follows:  
 
► Implement the Global UNDP-GEF International Technical Assistance 

Project “Strengthening of human resources, legal frameworks and institutional 

capacities to implement the Nagoya Protocol in the Republic of Belarus” 

(registration with the Ministry of Economy of March 30, 2018 No. 2/18/000874) 

► Ensure that all GRs holders in the Republic of Belarus effectively comply 

with the Nagoya Protocol 

► Ensure that  the use of genetic resources of the National Heritage status in 

the Republic of Belarus is monitored pursuant to Article 17 of the Nagoya 

Protocol 

► Develop a normative legal mechanism for ensuring access to traditional 

knowledge associated with genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing 

of benefits between the holders and users of such knowledge 

 



The National Coordination Centre on Access to 

Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing  ensures the 

Nagoya Protocol implementation in the Republic of 

Belarus through the website serving as the National 

Clearing-House for the Nagoya Protocol 

www.abs.igc.by  

 

http://www.abs.igc.by/






National Parks and 

Reserves 

 

Educational 

establishments 

 

Individuals 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection  

of the Republic of Belarus 

National Coordination Centre on Access to Genetic Resources  

and Benefit-sharing  
 

Scientific and Practical Centre  
for Arable Farming 

 
GenBank of agricultural plants 

 
 

Central Botanical Garden,  
Institute of Forest 

 
Nature protection 

and 
 biodiversity conservation 

Institute of Genetics  
and Cytology 

 
DNA Cryobank 

Scientific and Practical Centre  
for Animal Breeding 

 
Cell culture collections 

 



Thank you for your 
attention! 


