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Responsibility for the Nagoya Protocol implementation 

in the Republic of Belarus 

 In accordance with the Presidential Decree of the Republic of Belarus “On Accession 

to the International Treaty” of  May 22, 2014 No. 235  

 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection was designated as 

the state authority responsible for the Nagoya Protocol implementation. 

 

      In accordance with the Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the 
Republic of Belarus of October 1, 2014 No. 933 “On establishment of the 
National Coordination Centre on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-
sharing”, the Institute of Genetics and Cytology was entrusted with the 
functions of the above Centre and assigned with Checkpoint functions to 
monitor the genetic resourcesꞌ use.  

 



Main results of the preliminary national legislation analysis 

for compliance with the Nagoya Protocol’s requirements 

 Legislative acts that regulate handling of flora and fauna objects do not include the 

Nagoya Protocol related issues 

 The national legislation in the area of genetic resources, including the genetic 

resources of microorganisms and the ones used in agriculture (plant and animal 

genetic resources), does not take into account the fact that Belarus has acceded to 

the Nagoya Protocol and that respective mechanisms to ensure access to these 

genetic resources have not been developed yet 

 Belarus has not conducted a focused study of traditional knowledge associated with 

genetic resources and has not developed legislative regulation in this area, including 

the area of intellectual property rightsꞌ protection 

 A procedural mechanism regulating access to genetic resources and traditional 

knowledge has not been developed yet 

  No liability measures for legal persons and private individuals for cases of non-

compliance with the Nagoya Protocol 
 



Component 1: Strengthening of legal, policy and institutional 

capacities to develop the National ABS framework ($150 000) 

2017-2019 

Objective  

Develop a national system for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing by the 

provider and user of genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with them 

 

Targets 

 Prepare concrete proposals on amendments and/or additions to existing normative legal 

acts, as well as for the development and adoption of new normative legal acts to ensure 

effective implementation of the Nagoya Protocol 

 Submit proposals to respective state bodies to develop and adopt normative legal acts 

 Develop a package of standard documents that provide for the procedure of legal access 

to genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with them 



 

 

 

 

 

Component 1: Strengthening of legal, policy and institutional 

capacities to develop the National ABS framework  
 

KEY FINAL OBJECTIVE TO ACHIEVE 

              
Develop a National ABS framework  

that provides for legal regulation of access to 

genetic resources and administrative mechanisms 

for its formulation in the form of corresponding 

documents:  

 obtaining of PIC (prior informed consent) 

  concluding of MATs (mutually agreed terms)  

 including MATs into the wording of the agreement 

for transferring of genetic resources at the stage 

of its conclusion 



 

 

 

 

 

Component 1: Strengthening of legal, policy and institutional 

capacities to develop the National ABS framework  
 

KEY OBJECTIVE TO ACHIEVE 

 

 

The National ABS framework must unlock the potential of all kinds 

of genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with them 

to derive and fairly and equitably share of benefits by the providers 

and users of those resources both in an in-kind form (joint 

publications, developments, and etc.) and with economic benefits 

arising from the transfer of technologies, setting up joint businesses, 

commercialization of a product developed using the Belarus’s 

genetic resource, from any other forms of joint commercial activities 

involving genetic resources and traditional knowledge. 
 

 

 



Component 2. Inventory of genetic resources. Building trust 

between providers and users of genetic resources  

        

  

The potential of Belarus’s genetic resources is used both at scientific institutions and in 

the national economy (official pharmacy, homeopathic pharmacy, timber industry, 

fishing, commercial fishing, agriculture and livestock breeding), and these activities are 

regulated by national legislation. 

        

Belarus has experience in the use of genetic resources under international treaties, but 

they do not provide for a modern format with regard to cooperation between countries, 

namely, the desire of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to obtain 

legal access to genetic resources of countries for the fair and equitable sharing of 

benefits arising from their utilization. 

 



Component 2. Inventory of genetic resources. Building trust 

between providers and users of genetic resources ($130 000)  

 OBJECTIVE 

 

Make an inventory of genetic resources. Study existing and emerging partnerships 

between providers and users of genetic resources and ensure legal access to genetic 

resources and transparency in benefit-sharing. 

 

Targets 
 

► Make an inventory of genetic resources using advanced DNA identification techniques  

► Use the Clearing-House of the Convention on Biological Diversity and of the Nagoya 

Protocol to exchange information and experience with the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol in 

research and developments, to regulate issues related to the intellectual property protection and 

existing business models in key sectors such as pharmaceutical, botanical, biotechnological and 

agricultural using genetic resources  

► Build awareness of the importance of genetic resources as a source of innovation for the 

national economy at the level of the state bodies and organizations concerned 

 

 



Component 2. Inventory of genetic resources. Building trust 

between providers and users of genetic resources  

Activities 

 

         ☻ Replenishment of the Republican DNA Bank of a human, animals, plants and 

microorganisms with the DNA samples and biological material of the species under study 

         ☻ Hold awareness-raising workshops on the DNA barcoding technology results with a 

view of  species identification for the specialists involved in the conservation and sustainable 

use of biological (genetic) diversity 

         ☻ Carry out DNA barcoding of genetic resources (wild plants of rare and endangered 

species) and develop the Reference DNA Codes Database for the studied species 

         ☻ Hold workshops on the legal and administrative regulation of access to genetic 

resources under the Nagoya Protocol for genetic resources’ holders (GRs holders)  

         ☻  Elaborate the draft Code of Ethics for providers and users of genetic resources 

         ☻ Hold an awareness-raising workshop on the exchange and interaction between 

various scientific and industrial disciplines to understand business models of key industries  

 

 



Component 2. Inventory of genetic resources. Building trust 

between providers and users of genetic resources  

Activities 

        

         ☻ Hold a Round Table event with participation of legal persons, government officials and 

other specialists (biologists, geneticists, foresters, game wardens, and folklorists) to discuss 

liability measures for violation of legislation on access to the country's genetic resources and 

sharing of benefits between the providers and users of genetic resources and traditional 

knowledge associated with them  

         ☻ Hold a Round Table event with participation of experts, MinPrirody representatives, the 

organizations-project Partners, as well as the other involved in activities under other Conventions 

on the issues related to the protection and use of natural resources to discuss collaboration in the 

area of access to genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources; 

        ☻ Draw up proposals on the enhanced Biodiversity Conservation Strategy, taking into 

account the results obtained in the course of the project implementation 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 3. Strengthening the capacity of indigenous and local 

communities to ensure the Nagoya Protocol implementation 

($57 750)  

Objective  

 

Carry out research to identify the holders of traditional knowledge (TK holders) 

associated with genetic resources. 

 

Targets 

 

► Conduct scientific assessment of traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources 

as the National Heritage with innovative potential 

 

► Study legal protection-related issues on traditional knowledge associated with genetic 

resources 

 

► Raise key groups' awareness of the importance of traditional knowledge associated with 

genetic resources 

 



Component 3. Strengthening the capacity of indigenous and local communities to ensure the Nagoya 

Protocol implementation 

Activities 

 
    ☻ Prepare and hold an inception workshop for legal persons, ethnographers, folklorists 

and linguists to discuss objectives and targets of the desk study and practical research on 

traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources 

      ☻ Analyze the current domestic situation in terms of TK holders' protection at different 

levels, clarify the conceptual research basis of traditional knowledge associated with genetic 

resources as applied to the humanities   

      ☻ Determine the methods of detecting the persons identified as TK holders, including 

the methods of work with them 

      ☻ Take part in the development of a database for the GRs inventory in its part related to 

including data on traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources with regard to the 

Belarusians  

     ☻ Monitor the genetic resources' use in ethnomedicine of the Belarusians  

 



Component 3. Strengthening the capacity of indigenous and local communities to ensure the Nagoya 

Protocol implementation 

Activities 

Carry out desk studies 

 

In linguistics 

 Determine the place and role of terminology related to traditional knowledge associated 

with genetic resources in the language lexical system 

In ethnography and folkloristics  

 Study traditional knowledge in the Belarusian ethnology  

 Clarify existing ethical positions in work with TK holders and, first of all, with folk 

healers 

 Develop proposals on the TK protection and possible legalization of individual folk 

recipes 

Prepare final manuscripts on the conducted desk studies in linguistics and folkloristics. 

Participate in the popularization of the obtained results (media spots). 

Prepare and hold workshops with involvement of TK holders for legal persons, profile 

specialists (biology, genetics), ethnographers, folklorists and linguists studying traditional 

knowledge associated with genetic resources. 

 

Conduct the field study 

 







PUBLIC AWARENESS-RAISING 

                  OBLIGATIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS AS A PARTY TO THE 

NAGOYA PROTOCOL 

Hold awareness-raising workshops and provide materials for 

publications in the scientific journal “Nauka & Innovatsii” 

(Science and Innovations) and the mass media. 

 

Inform the stakeholders of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to 

Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 

Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity as a legal instrument regulating the relations between the 

providers and users of genetic resources and traditional knowledge 

associated with them. 
 

All  related information is available on the website of the National Coordination Centre 

on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing  of the Institute of Genetics and 

Cytology, NAS of Belarus: 

abs.igc.by   
 

 



The National Coordination Centre on 

Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-

sharing will report on the Global Nagoya 

Protocol Project progress through the 

website serving as the National Nagoya 

Protocol’s Clearing-House 

www.abs.igc.by  

http://www.abs.igc.by/




Thank you for your attention! 


