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“Water and jobs”

Water is our most valuable natural asset andtiseatore of sustainable development. Life couldexidt

on Earth without water. Water resources, and #mge of services they provide, also underpin pgvert
eradication, economic growth and environmentalasnability. From food and energy security to human
and environmental health, water contributes to owpments in social well-being and inclusive growth,
affecting the livelihoods of billions.

Today, almost half of the world's workers, someldillkon people, work in water related sectors.fdnt,
estimates suggest that 95 per cent of jobs inghiewdture sector, 60 per cent of jobs in the indusector
and 30 per cent of jobs in the services sectodependent on water. Countries are also findingvatiee
ways to mix protection of the environment with jeation. Since its inception in 1995, South Afisca
Working for Water program, the largest public-fudgeoject to eradicate invasive alien plants and
improve availability to water resources throughamded ecosystem infrastructure in the world, has
created over 180 000 full-time jobs over the pastdecades.

The world’s population is growing by about 80 naiflipeople a year, implying increased freshwater
demand of about 64 billion cubic metres a year. @atition for water exists at all levels and is faast to
increase with demands for water in almost all coest Because water directly influences our futue
need to change the way we assess, manage andsussstiurce in the face of ever-rising demand hed t
over exploitation of our groundwater reserves.odBiersity and the ecosystem services it providgeatl

the heart of the global water cycle. Sustainaldgewmanagement encompasses ecosystems protection
and restoration, integrated water resources mareeas well as infrastructure development, opanatio
and maintenance.

Access to a safe, reliable and affordable supplyaiér and adequate sanitation services, creates an
enabling environment for long-term employment opyaities, as well as development and growth across
different economic sectors. This is especiallyantgnt when we factor in the important role water

quality and water quantity play. For example, ie itiigated agriculture sector, which representpéi0
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cent of freshwater withdrawals globally, a farm@ts depends on their ability to manage the avhdlab
freshwater while at the same time facing challersged as groundwater depletion, climate change and
water scarcity. In the majority of Least Develog&mlintries, agriculture accounts for more than 90 pe
cent of freshwater withdrawals. Without improvetiodncy measures, agricultural water consumptson i
expected to increase by about 20 per cent globglB050. In the forestry sector, it is often neaegso
reduce deforestation to avoid water shortages cesxwater flows with negative impacts on a region,
resulting in lay-offs in the industry.

All freshwater ultimately depends on the contindneglthy functioning of ecosystems, and recognizing
the water cycle as a biophysical process is esd@atachieving sustainable water management. Waya

of ensuring sustainability, the Secretariat of @@nvention on Biological Diversity has been actvel
working to mainstream biodiversity and ecosystems development. With regards to the newly adopted
Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Susdaie Developmentyhere we are pleased to have
contributed together with the Ramsar Conventiothérecognition that the protection and restoragbn
ecosystems is an essential requirement to achisvé&soal 6 Ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for.allhis is reflected in Target 6.8y 2020, protect and restore
water-related ecosystems, including mountains,stsrewetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakeghich is
derived originally from the Convention’s Aichi Binersity Target 14. Meeting Goal 6 would go a long
way towards achieving much of the 2030 Agenda.

Fundamental to human well-being, water resourcashedp create paid and decent jobs. But water is a
finite and irreplaceable resource. It is only reable if well managed. Managed efficiently and eajoly,
water can play a key enabling role in strengthenivggresilience of social, economic and environient
systems in the light of rapid and unpredictablengies, and pave the way for broader social and @siano
advancements. Ensuring a clean, healthy and sabtainvater supply is one of the highest of natural
resources management issues and is critically itapbrfor ensuring human well-being and human
livelihoods, and for achieving the Sustainable Depment Goals.



